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Planning Projects & News                            Second Quarter Report 

 

Economy and Housing Starts 

According to BMO economists, BC’s real GDP year over year percentage 
change is forecasted to increase by 1.8% in 2019 and 2.2% in 2020.   
Central 1 Credit refers to the buildout of gas plants in Northeast BC as a 
main driver in the economic growth of the province.  In contrast, the 
projected real GDP year over year percentage change for Canada is 1.4% 
and 1.6% in 2019 and 2020 respec vely, indica ng strong economic 
growth for BC in rela on to the rest of the country.   
 
The overall housing market slowdown has con nued into the second quarter of 2019 with units sold in Chilliwack 
decreasing from 361 and 324 in April and May 2018 to 280 and 273, respec vely, in 2019.  This trend is consistent 
with the provincial and na onal trend for housing sales.  As housing sales slow and prices decrease the market 
condi ons are con nuing to favour buyers.  Furthermore, housing inventory is increasing as sales levels decline 
to the lowest seen since 2008/09. According to Central 1 Credit, the most significant contribu ng factors to the 
decline in housing sales are the combina on of federal mortgage stress tests and various provincial and municipal 
tax measures (e.g. the City of Vancouver’s Vacancy Tax Bylaw).  
 
Housing starts within BC, and Chilliwack specifically, have been surprisingly strong to start 2019 in spite of the 
housing market slowdown.  Based on informa on presented by Central 1 Credit, it is an cipated that housing 
starts will decline sharply over the second half of 2019 as builders re‐assess market condi ons in light of the 
policy‐led downturn in resale transac ons and rising inventories.   In Chilliwack, the main driver in building 
permits for both April and May was the construc on of mul ‐family apartment developments.  The total number 
of building permit applica ons received by the City in both April and May has decreased; however, due to mul ‐
family construc on, the total number of units to be constructed has increased.  The shi  of housing starts away 
from single detached dwellings in favour of mul ‐family developments is represented in both the Chilliwack 
housing market and the province as a whole. The overall revenues received from building permits to date in 2019 
are approximately $2 million less than the same period in 2018, indica ng the Chilliwack development 
community may be adjus ng to accommodate the current market slowdown.    
 
The BC economy for 2019 is an cipated to be characterized by a strong employment rate with an unemployment 
rate of approximately 4.5%, the lowest in the country.  Due to a significantly constrained labour market, BC is also 
expected to see increased wages as a result of compe on amongst employers for skilled workers.  The 
agricultural sector set a record high in farm receipts in 2018, led by crop receipts which increased by 7.2 percent.  
A key driver of this increase is the burgeoning medicinal and recrea onal cannabis sector which saw total receipts 
jump 177 percent.  These gains in the agricultural sector are expected to con nue into 2019 with the Transpacific 
Partnership and curtailment of tariffs fueling increased export demand for agricultural products (Central 1 
Credit).   

Sardis Neighbourhood Plan  

In June, the City awarded the contract for development of the Sardis Neighbourhood Plan to Urban Systems Ltd.  
Start‐up mee ngs scheduled for July will include a review of the project scope, iden fica on of key issues and 
opportuni es and the development of a community engagement strategy to ensure broad and meaningful input 
is sought from residents.  A project webpage has been created, and public engagement is an cipated to begin in 
the fall of this year with the plan to be complete by Fall 2020. 
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Housing Needs of Aging Adults 

 

Let’s Talk Child Care in Chilliwack:   
Child Care Space Crea on Ac on Plan  

The City was awarded a $25,000 grant from the Union of BC 
Municipali es to complete a Child Care Space Crea on 
Ac on Plan.  The plan will create an inventory of exis ng 
child care spaces, collect informa on regarding child care 
needs in the community, set goals for the crea on of 
addi onal child care spaces over the next 10 years and 
iden fy ac ons which can be taken by the various 
stakeholders to meet these goals.  Public engagement 
ac vi es are planned during the summer, including booths 
at the Stó:lō Service Agency Children’s Fes val and Party in 
the Park.  The inten on of these booths is to gather 
informa on from both parents and children to gain a 
complete vision of the status of child care in Chilliwack and 
the challenges that people face in obtaining quality, 
affordable child care. 
 
The plan is an cipated to be complete by early 2020.  

The public engagement component of the seniors’ housing study that included focus group discussions, 
interviews with relevant stakeholders, a community mee ng during which staff spoke with over 100 people from 
the community and an online survey completed by 263 people, was conducted between February and May of this 
year.   The preliminary findings from the engagement process indicate the most significant concerns regarding 
seniors’ housing are affordability and lack of sufficient supply.  It was also noted by residents that Chilliwack, as a 
community, is welcoming to seniors and has numerous facili es which provide helpful programs and services 
targe ng seniors. 
 
Currently, an in‐depth review of available data is being conducted which will be included within the final report 
and supplemented by a comprehensive review of the informa on learned through the public engagement 
process.  The analysis will include key topics such as quan fying the number of housing units by type, an 
affordability analysis based on tenure type, popula on and income projec ons, and an analysis of the main 
challenges seniors face rela ng to housing.  The study is on track to be completed this fall.  
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Homelessness Ac on Plan Update 

The Homelessness Ac on Plan, adopted by Council in 
2016, con nues to be the pla orm for many 
ini a ves to address homelessness, mental health, 
and substance use in Chilliwack. The Plan was 
developed in collabora on with community, housing, 
social services, health and public safety, and has 
been used to advocate for increased resources from 
senior levels of government.   The Plan highlights 
priority needs for Chilliwack and the role of City and 
other stakeholders to meet the objec ves within. 
This has resulted in funding from the Province in 
priority areas, such as 213 units of affordable and 
suppor ve housing in 2019; increased funding for 
outreach and rent subsidies from Provincial and 
Federal Governments; increased collabora on on 
project proposals; and collabora on to address 
public safety through preven on efforts.  

May 10 was the ribbon cu ng and grand opening for Ruth and Naomi’s Family Place. The Family Place is a centre 
funded by the Federal and Provincial Governments as affordable housing and has 36 units for individuals or 
couples with children, and an addi onal nine female recovery beds. Ruth and Naomi’s secured addi onal funds 
to provide a variety of services for the residents of the centre to help develop skills and experiences towards 
healthy family systems.  The site is also u lized to provide health care services to people experiencing 
homelessness in the community through a variety of local partnerships.   

The first of two modular housing developments opened its doors in June. The development, funded by the 
Province and the City, and operated by RainCity Housing, welcomed 46 tenants experiencing homelessness, 
mental health and substance use concerns. The development is funded for 24/7 staff, life skills support, safety 
precau ons and includes some meals. The second modular housing development is funded and operated the 
same as the first, and is scheduled to open in November.   

The City con nues to work with the Province and local stakeholders to assess and address challenges around 
appropriate and affordable housing for vulnerable popula ons. In April, City provided funds as an annual 
contribu on to Pacific Community Resources Society (PCRS) towards opera on of the Housing Hub. The funds 
are intended to be temporary funding, for up to three years, un l sustainable funding is procured from senior 
levels of government.  The Housing Hub is a made‐in‐Chilliwack Sca ered Site Suppor ve Housing Program. The 
program works with landlords and tenants to help house vulnerable people and provide applicable supports in 
order to maintain housing and increase wellness towards independence.  

City staff con nue to work with local stakeholders to address community safety and wellbeing with the 
facilita on of the Chilliwack Interagency Response Team (CIRT), Situa on Table. The Table has helped to quickly 
connect 27 individuals and families who are experiencing situa ons of elevated risk to appropriate resources. The 
Table works to help individuals connect with services in order to reduce nega ve outcomes and prevent further 
harm to themselves and community. The Table is part of a greater response that is unfolding to address 
community safety and wellbeing in Chilliwack.  
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Chilliwack Healthier Community (CHC)  

April: On April 11 CHC, together with Pacific Community Resources Society (PCRS) and Fraser Health, hosted an 
evening event for the community at the Chilliwack Cultural Centre. “Finding the Balance: Legal Substances in our 
Everyday Lives” hosted keynote speaker Dr. Ross Laird to present on understanding substance use – healthy and 
unhealthy, legal and illegal. Also in April, CHC’s Mental Health Awareness Task Team showcased one of their 
flagship ini a ves, “Healthy Workplaces Lunch and Learn”, at the April 23 Informa on and Networking 
Breakfast. This project will be taken into the business community as a lunch hour workshop designed to facilitate 
conversa on about the value of healthy workplaces, leaving employers and employees with tools to foster an 
environment of authen c communica on. 
 
May: May marked the beginning of CHC’s Communica ons Plan development and included viewing of seven CHC 
communica ons strategies created by UFV Applied Communica ons students. The Communica ons Plan will 
unroll in several phases, guided by a steering commi ee of CHC partners, and will be implemented by UFV 
communica ons students during their prac cums. The May 28 Informa on and Networking Breakfast was 
hosted by the CHC Healthier Seniors Task Team and featured ten brief presenta ons on seniors’ resources in 
Chilliwack. 
 
June: The CHC Healthier Seniors Task Team scheduled extra mee ngs in June to complete the first scenario for 
the upcoming Every Door is the Right Door for Seniors (EDRDS) Simula on Exercise internal pilot for early July. 
The June CHC Informa on and Networking event went outside with Mé s Elder Joe Smith to learn about the 

uses the uses and benefits of local plants.    
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 *Note:  Business Licences include new, change of address, ownership   
         changes and non‐resident. 
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Building Permits  ‐ Neighbourhood               Second Quarter Report 
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Building Permits 5‐Year Comparison               Second Quarter Report 
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Land Development 5‐Year Comparison          Second Quarter Report 
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Bylaw Enforcement  ‐ Bike Patrol                   Second Quarter Report 

Bike Patrol Update  
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Bylaw Enforcement  ‐ Bike Patrol                    Second Quarter Report 

 

* "Other" includes complaints such as 
homeless camps, drinking in public, 
unsightly proper es, and any other 

bylaw infrac ons 
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